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Urgency of the research. In modern conditions of the
national economy transformation it is necessary to strengthen
the convergence and integration processes of territorial
systems development, particularly — rural bordering territories.

Target setting. The research interest is concentrated on
the problems of activation of convergence and integration
processes with the purpose of ensuring the effectiveness of
perspective territorial development.

Actual scientific researches and issues analysis.
Scientists underline the importance of activation convergence
and integration processes at different levels of territorial

development: V. Heyets, A. Sakharov, 1. Vakhovych,
A. Galchynsky, V. Yevdokymenko, N. Mikula, I. Caceres,
G. Petrakos, |. Topaloglou, Ph. Cooke, M. Heidenreich,
J. A. Stein, etc.

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining.
Considering essential research results gained by foreign and
Ukrainian  scientists, the problems of activation of
convergence and integration processes of bordering territories
need to be studied.

The research objective. The article aims to study the
factors of influence on activation of convergence and
integration processes at rural bordering territories.

The statement of basic materials. The article grounds
the necessity of activation of convergence and integration
processes to ensure the rapprochement and equalization
development levels of territorial economic systems. The
authors developed the algorithm of activation of convergence
and integration processes, which is based on current
preconditions, the territory’s suitability and readiness, goals
and priorities of the processes.

Conclusions. The research results ground the
importance of strengthening of convergence and integration
activation processes of territorial economic systems with the
purpose to align the levels of social and economic
development, and to compliance with the ecological
postulates of balanced development and further integration
into European structures. Consideration of current
preconditions of convergence and integrative development of
certain territories ensures the formation of viable living
environment for local residents with further growth of their
living standards and well-being level.
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AkmyanbHicmb memu docnidxeHHs1. B cyvacHux
ymogsax mpaHcghopmauii eKOHOMIKU BUHUKae HeobXiOHicmb
rOCUSIEHHS KOHBep2eHUiliHo-iHmezpauiliHux npouecie
pO38UMKY mepumopianbHUX cucmem, 6 momy 4yucri U
MPUKOPOOHHUX mepumopili CinbCbKOI Micuesocmi.

lMocmaHoeka npobnemu. [JouinbHUM € 8UBYEHHS
anzopummy akmusisauii 0ocnidxysaHux rpouecie 3 Memoro
3abesneyqyeHHsi pe3ynbmamugHocmi rnepcrnekmueHo20
mepumopiasibHO20 PO38UMKY.

AHaniz ocmaHHix docnioxeHb i ny6nikayild. BueHi

nidoKpecms saxnusicmb akmuseizauii npouecie
KOHBep2eHUii ma  iHmezpauyji Ha  pI3HUX  piBHSX
mepumopianbHo2o  possumky: B. leldieyb, A. Caxapos,

I. Baxosu4, A. lanbyuHcbkul, B. €sdokumeHko, H. Mikyna,

I. Kacepec, . MNempakoc, @. Kyk, M. XatideHpalix,
4. A. CmeliH ma iH.

BudineHHs1 HeOdocCJliOXKeHUX 4YacmuH 3a2ajibHol
npobnemu. 3eaxaryu Ha 3HayHUU Haykosuli Oopobok
rnodanbwux docridxeHb rnompebyoms numaHHsi
3abesneyeHHs1 akmusizauitiHUX npoyecie po3gUMKY CifbCbKUX
mepumopidl.

Memoro cmammi € OocnidxeHHs YUHHUKI8 ernnusy Ha
3abesneyeHHs1 akmusizauiliHux rpouecie KoHeepzeHUuii U
iHmeezpauii 8 Mexax npPUKOPOOHHUX mepumopill CinbCbKOI
wmicuesocmi.

Buknad ocHoeHo2o0 mamepiany. O6rpyHmosyemscs
HeobxiOHicmb  akmusi3auii  npouecie  KOHeepeeHuii ma
iHmeezpauii Onsi 3abesneyqeHHs1 365IUXEHHS ma 8UPIBHIO8aHHSI
pigHi8 poO38UMKY MmepumMopiaribHUX EKOHOMIYHUX CUCMEeM.
lMobydosaHo  aneopumm  akmueizauii  KOHeep2eHUiliHO-
iHmezpauitiHux npoyecie Ha OCHO8I 8paxyeaHHsl ICHYIYUX
rnepedymos, eusiefieHHs npudamHocmi ma 20moeHoCmi
mepumopii.

BucHoeku. [ocnioxeHHs1 nidmeepdxye HeobxiOHicmb
rocusnieHHs1  akmusi3auiliHux — ripouecie  KoHeepzeHuii U
iHmezpauii mepumopianbHUX eKOHOMIYHUX CUCMeM 3 Memoo
BUPIGHI0BAHHS  COUiallbHO-EKOHOMIYHO20 Ui OompumMaHHs
eKoro2iyHUX nocmyrnamig ix 36anaHcosaHo20 PO38UMKY ma

rnodanbwoi  iHmezpauyii y  €8pornelcbKi  CmMpyKkmypu.
BpaxysaHHsi icHytouux nepedymos 3abesneyeHHs
KOH8ep2eHUiliHo-iHmezpauitiHo2o po3suUMKy OKpeMux

mepumopiti  cnpusmume  hopMy8aHHIO  KUMME30amHo20
cepedosulya MpoXUBaHHs MicCUesux Xumerig 3 nodanbuwium
nidsuujeHHsIM ix 0obpobymy i briazononyyqysi.

Knroyoei cnoea: KoHeepeeHuist; iHmeepauiliHi npouecu,
MPUKOPOOHHI mepumopir; cinbcbka Mmicyesicms;
MiXpeeioHarnbHa iHmeapauis.
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Urgency of the research. In modern conditions of the national economy transformation it is
necessary to strengthen the convergence and integration processes of territorial systems
development, particularly — rural bordering territories. The mentioned processes are accompanied by
strong influence of both internal and external factors.

Target setting. The research interest is concentrated on the problems of activation of convergence
and integration processes with the purpose of ensuring the effectiveness of perspective territorial
development.

Actual scientific researches and issues analysis. In the transformational conditions it is
reasonable to develop the activation processes in the sphere of economic development through the
external and internal factors influence, including (Heyets 2003, p. 53): increasing the stability of
economic system in front of exogenous factors, reducing its sensitiveness to external risks and their
influence on the effective functioning of the economy by means of adequate adaptation of national
manufacturers of knowledge-intensive and high-technology goods to the global market conditions;
activation of internal investment resources, full-scale use of research potential; improvement of the
state management system, development and implementation of economic development strategy
composed of balanced system of complementing measures in different sectors of economic activity;
undertaking independent economic policy.

According to A. Sakharov (1988, p.124-134) the convergence approaches cause the
rapprochement of different economic systems, leveling their differences, and help to solve social and
economic and ecological problems of human life subsistence in studied systems. |. Vakhovych (2014,
p. 13) mentions: it is crucial to find the compromise between territorial economic systems under their
convergence. A. Galchynsky (2014, p.8) underlines the mutual interest and competitiveness of
convergence and integration processes of territorial economic systems development; he argues that
competition is oriented on success, while convergence — on mutual rapprochement; therefore these
processes in combination are directed at gaining the efficiency that will support their activation.

Scientists underline the importance of activation convergence and integration processes at different
levels of territorial development. In particular, V. Yevdokymenko (2011, p. 19) considers mutually
beneficial relations of interregional economic integration through the prism of development of different
productive and resource relations of the regional economy subjects; so he identifies integration both at
the level of authorities and at the level of enterprises. N. Mikula (Mikula, 2009) studies convergence and
integration processes at bordering territories, and underlines the necessity of their support both within
the state borders and at the bordering territories of neighboring states, forming the cross-border region.

O. Rohachov (Rohachov, 2003) insists that provision of convergent processes means shortening
the gap of economic development indicators of national states. The research confirms that foreign
scientists L. Sawers (Sawers, 2006) [8], I. Caceres (Caceres, 2014) [9] studied the processes of
interregional leveling of socio-economic development; G. Petrakos and I. Topaloglou (Petrakos,
Topaloglou, 2008) [10] outlined the priorities of the development and long-term growth of the border
territories; Cooke Ph., Heidenreich M., Braczyk H.-J., Asheim B. T., Isaksen A., Stein J. A. [11; 12; 13]
grounded the role of innovative component in ensuring balanced regional development.

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining. Despite essential research results gained by
foreign and Ukrainian scientists, the problems of activation of convergence and integration processes
of bordering territories need to be studied.

The research objective. The article aims to study the influence factors on activation of
convergence and integration processes at rural bordering territories.

The statement of basic materials. The activation of convergence and integration processes of
regional economic systems in Ukraine became urgent after opening up of the European market and
signing the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. The development of activation processes of
convergence /integration is especially important for border territories of Ukraine, particularly:
Zakarpattia, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and Chernivtsi — regions bordering with five EU countries (Hungary,
Poland, Slovakia, Romania, Moldova). The geographic location of the mentioned areas causes the
necessity of strengthening of convergence and integration processes in territorial systems.

Identification of activating approaches to ensuring the convergence and integration development
processes of rural bordering territories, first of all, needs the implementation of the following measures
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(Hazuda, 2015): assessment and analysis of the current levels of development, specialization,
management system of neighboring countries; identification the divergence levels in economic, social,
ecological, political aspects of bordering territories development. The mentioned aspects will enable
the use of corrective measures in the process of ensuring of balanced development of rural bordering
territories and will strengthen their integrative focus. In this context it is important to evaluate the
influence of negative factors of territorial economic systems integration with the aim to undertake
timely preventive measures in future.

Ensuring the activation of convergence and integration of rural bordering territories causes the
formation of effective management system that will further the identification and solving of urgent
problems in territorial development at different levels in various branches and types of territory’s
economic activities. Moreover, formation of effective management environment will enable the
development of the preventive measures system aiming to avoid problematic situations both in
economic, social and ecological spheres.

The strengthening of activation processes of convergence/integration of rural bordering territories is
caused by specific factors that could be studied in accordance with the algorithm (Fig. 1). The
algorithm consists of five stages directed at ensuring the convergence and integrative development
processes of rural bordering territories.
o

1% stage )
Assessment of preconditions of rural bordering territories in realization of convergence and integration
L processes of economic development
™ ——1 J
s I\/ N
2% stage
L Assessment of territory’s suitability and readiness to convergence/integration processes )
-
4 d N
3" stage
Identification of goals and priorities for ensuring the convergence and integration processes of territorial
development by measuring localization and specialization coefficients
. P y g nancsp J
( 4" stage )
Identification of optimum forms of convergence/integration processes
. I —1 J
4 I\ ) N\
5" stage
L Identification of tools for activation of integration/convergence processes )

Fig. 1. Algorithm for activation of convergence and integration processes of rural bordering territories
development

The process efficiency depends on the availability of information about current preconditions,
suitability and readiness of certain territory (particularly — rural border territories) to the convergence
and integration vector in territorial development. During the evaluation process it is reasonable to
substantiate the integration potential and scale of mentioned preconditions with the purpose of
identification the available resources that could be used in exchange of goods, capital, investments,
labor force within the frames of territorial economic systems. The interregional social and economic
systems can become the leading form of spatial reforming of social and economic system of Ukraine;
in this context interregional social and economic systems are considered as the bases of development
of macro-regions, economic regions and interregional clusters (Kuybida, 2009). Consideration of
mentioned preconditions will help to define the goals and priorities for ensuring the convergence and
integration processes of territorial development by measuring localization and specialization
coefficients. The general aims of the researched processes are: 1) to ensure the integration of rural
bordering territories into the united economic area of the country, and 2) to form the environment for
their convergent development.

The priorities of activation of convergence and integration development processes of rural
bordering territories (Hazuda, 2015): expanding and growth of rural territories’ competitive
advantages; strengthening of specialization of territories’ economies; development of human capital of
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the territories; growth of living standards and well-being level of rural inhabitants. The effective
specialization of territories’ economies means the realization of following goals: modernization of
economic processes in expanded space of interregional relations; decreasing the asymmetries of
regional social and economic development by the transferring development impulses through
integration interactions; activation of mutually beneficial activity based of the labor division principles;
improvement of inter-territorial infrastructure; openness of the territories’ economies. The realization of
mentioned goals will cause the increasing of efficiency of territorial economic systems functioning;
optimizing the spatial organization of national economy; identification the directions of national
economy integration into the international economic space.

The necessity of activation of convergence/integration processes causes the search of optimum
forms of productive cooperation between territorial economic systems. It is crucial to identify the tools
for activation of researched processes, the important element of which is formation of the complex
program of interregional integration. The program should be based on combination of interests of both
state and local authorities, and also territorial communities. The efficiency of the mentioned
cooperation depends on commitment and expertise of management structures in issues of
convergence and integration processes of rural bordering territories’ development.

On the bases of research results presented in the article we identified the following factors of
activation of convergence and integration processes in development of rural bordering territories’
economies:

1. Formation of corporative management model, which ensures cooperation and integration of all
elements of territorial system as a crucial condition for implementation of convergence and integration
processes of rural bordering territories’ development. The combining of efforts of different subjects of
economic processes within one or several territorial systems can provide the effective use of
resources and current market opportunities for integrative and convergence development.

2. Comprehensive recovery of the system of management of certain territories that is aimed at
modernization of management principles; transformation of organizational structure of managing the
integration and convergence processes; improvement of tools used for regulating these processes.
The process of managing the territorial systems has to be fully adapted to the market mechanism; has
to contain a set of modern market tools for regulating convergence and integration processes of rural
bordering territories.

3. Use of associative organizational forms of rural bordering territories management. Integration
processes in management sector, aimed at reaching more effective use of all kinds of resources,
cause the development of different forms of horizontal organizational associations (Tulenkov, 2006).
Thus, we can state the formation of new modifications in integrative associations of territorial systems,
such as corporation, syndicate, holding, cartel, consortia, trust, etc.

4. Introduction of international quality standards of management into the management system of
integration and convergence processes of rural bordering territories with the purpose of their
integration into the international economic area. The current economic reforms and transformational
processes in Ukraine hinder territorial systems from effective integration into the international area.
The reason of mentioned above problem is inefficiency of the management system, that requires
consideration and implementation of the developed countries’ best practices in principles, methods,
tools and management functions into the functioning of territorial economic systems.

5. Introduction of partnership relations in the system “subject of state management — subject of
territorial management — community” in the direction of stimulating subjects to the realization of
convergence and integration processes in rural bordering territories. The implementation of motivation
tools ensures the development of favorable business environment at the territory; the formation of
economy’s optimized structure, preconditions for further integration; the setting of general rules and
norms, code of economic behavior of different territorial economic subjects on the bases of motivation
principles for transition to convergence-integrative development model.

The research results ground the necessity of the state regulation of convergence and integration
processes of rural bordering territories. However, the management aspects, in particular — functions,
methods, tools of management, are to be differentiated depending on the level and depth of
integration and convergence processes.
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Conclusions. The research results ground the importance of strengthening of convergence and
integration activation processes of territorial economic systems with the purpose to align the levels of
social and economic development, and to compliance with the ecological postulates of balanced
development and further integration into European structures. Consideration of current preconditions
of convergence and integrative development of certain territories ensures the formation of viable living
environment for local residents with further growth of their living standards and well-being level. The
implementation of activation approaches will impulse the acceleration of convergence and integration
processes in priority spheres and types of economic activities of rural bordering territories.
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