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Urgency of the research is in the necessity to solve a 
complex task for the improvement and development of new 
forms of economic and legal provision of the execution of pun-
ishments. 

Target setting. Despite the state recognition of the con-
cept of «public-private partnership» in the Penitentiary sphere, 
a lot of issues concerning economic and legal nature of this 
institute require in-depth interdisciplinary research. 

Actual scientific researchers and issues analysis.  
Domestic and foreign scholars researched the issues of expe-
diency or inexpediency of creating private penal institutions, 
due to legal attitudes, without paying attention to economic 
component. 

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining.  
The issues as to argumentation of private sector in the field of 
execution of punishments using are still underdeveloped. 

The research objective. Clarification of economic and le-
gal nature of public-private partnership in the Penitentiary Sys-
tem with further substantiation of its perspective forms for 
reaching the goal of economic expediency and correction and 
re-socialization of convicts. 

The statement of basic materials. Foreign experience 
studying enabled to identify such forms of public-private part-
nership in the Penitentiary System as: 1) provision of psycho-
logical, medical and educational spheres of activity, as well as 
maintenance of prison facilities; 2) economic component of 
prison functioning, medical and social services and partially 
security functions; 3) transporting, feeding and providing other 
services for prisoners’ holding; 4) guarding and maintaining 
order in courts; 5) prisoners’ guarding in medical institutions. 

Conclusions. The following perspective forms of econom-
ic and socio-legal substantiation for public-private partnership 
in the Penitentiary System are offered: 1) concluding contracts 
regarding labor employment of convicts; 2) building of new 
remand prisons and penal institutions in the cities of Ukraine at 
the expense of redistribution of public and private funds. 

 

Актуальність теми дослідження полягає у необ-
хідності розв’язання комплексного завдання щодо вдос-
коналення та розроблення нових форм економіко-
правового забезпечення процесу виконання покарань. 

Постановка проблеми. Незважаючи на державне 
визнання концепту «державно-приватного партнерст-
ва» в пенітенціарній сфері, багато питань економіко-
правової природи цього інституту потребують погли-
бленого міждисциплінарного дослідження. 

Аналіз останніх досліджень і публікацій. Вітчиз-
няні та зарубіжні вчені досліджували проблеми доцільно-
сті чи недоцільності створення приватних установ 
виконання покарань з юридичних позицій, не приділивши 
уваги економічній складовій. 

Виділення недосліджених частин загальної про-
блеми. Недостатньо опрацьовані питання аргумента-
ції можливостей використання приватного сектора у 
сфері виконання покарань. 

Постановка завдання. Зʼясування економіко-правової 
природи державно-приватного партнерства в пенітенці-
арній системі з подальшим обґрунтуванням його перспе-
ктивних форм для досягнення мети економічної доцільно-
сті та виправлення і ресоціалізації засуджених. 

Виклад основного матеріалу. Вивчення зарубіжно-
го досвіду дало можливість виявити такі форми держа-
вно-приватного партнерства в пенітенціарній системі: 
1) забезпечення психологічної, медичної й освітньої сфер 
діяльності, а також технічне обслуговування будівель 
тюрми; 2) господарсько-економічна складова функціону-
вання тюрми, медико-соціальне обслуговування і част-
ково охоронні функції; 3) переміщення, харчування й на-
дання інших послуг щодо утримання засуджених; 
4) охорона й підтримання порядку в судах; 5) охорона 
засуджених у лікувальних закладах. 

Висновки. Запропоновано такі перспективні форми 
економічного та соціально-правового обґрунтування 
державно-приватного партнерства в пенітенціарній 
системі, як: 1) укладення контрактів щодо трудової 
зайнятості засуджених; 2) будівництво нових слідчих 
ізоляторів та установ виконання покарань у великих 
містах України за рахунок перерозподілу державних та 
приватних фондів. 
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Urgency of the research. Current stage of the Penitentiary System of Ukraine reforming places on 

the agenda a complex task concerning the improvement and development of new forms of economic 
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and legal provision of the execution of punishments, taking into account positive domestic developments 
and progressive foreign experience. 

Target setting. One of the most debatable issues from not only legal but economic points of view 
in the sphere of the Penitentiary System functioning is the involvement of private sector to one or an-
other segment of its activity. Analysis of foreign experience shows that different countries have differ-
ent approaches regarding volumes of private sector involvement into Penal sphere. Regardless of 
such volumes both in science and practice, the term «public-private partnership» is used in general as 
well as in the Penitentiary sphere in particular. It should be noted that this institute is new for Ukraine. 

At the same time, due to the transformation processes in the 21st century the first steps in this direc-
tion have already been announced by the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine. Thus, according to the Concept 
regarding reform (development) of the Penitentiary System of Ukraine (approved by the Cabinet of Min-
isters of Ukraine dated September 13, 2017, No. 654-r) one of the main tasks of the reform is building of 
new remand prisons and penal institutions in the cities of Ukraine in public-private partnership [1]. It is 
important to note that in Ukraine since 2010 the Law «On public-private partnership» [2] is in force. 

Despite the state recognition of the concept of «public-private partnership» in the Penitentiary sphere, a lot 
of issues concerning economic and legal nature of this institute require in-depth interdisciplinary research.  

Actual scientific researchers and issues analysis. The study of foreign experience of private 
sector involving in the field of execution of punishments is the object of scientific papers of such schol-
ars as L. L. Ananian, I. H. Bohatyrov, Sh. Dolovich, O. H. Krykushenko, A. A. Nykyforov, 
O. P. Radchenko, S. H. Rokosuiev, V. M. Trubnykov, I. S. Yakovets and others. The named scholars 
researched the issues of expediency or inexpediency of creating private penal institutions, mostly due 
to legal attitudes, without paying proper attention to economic component. 

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining. Scholars have not yet dealt with the issues as 
to argumentation of the possibilities of private sector using in the field of execution of punishments in 
such an institution, as public-private partnership in the Penitentiary System. The list of forms of such 
partnership remains open today: to extend it only to building of new penal institutions or to other areas 
of vital activity of the Penitentiary System. Taking into account complex nature of raised issues, the 
answer to the question is not only in the field of Law, but Economics as well, that determines formula-
tion of the subject of the study. 

The research objective. The purpose of the article is to clarify economic and legal nature of pub-
lic-private partnership in the Penitentiary System with further substantiation of its perspective forms for 
reaching the goal of economic expediency and correction and re-socialization of convicts. 

The statement of basic materials. Private prisons, as an element of the Penal System, appeared 
in the 19th century [3, p. 145; 4, p. 34], but became widespread in foreign practice in the 80’s of the 
20th century [5, p. 142–144]. 

Taking into account the subject of the research, defining of the concept «public-private partnership» is 
primary as starting point for achieving the purpose of the study. This definition is currently contained in 
the Law of Ukraine «On public-private partnership». According to paragraph 1 part 1 Article 1 of this Law, 
public-private partnership is cooperation between the state of Ukraine, the Autonomous Republic of Cri-
mea, territorial communities as relevant state bodies and bodies of local self-government (state partners) 
and between legal entities, except state and municipal enterprises, or individuals, who are entrepreneurs 
(the private partners), carried out on the basis of the contract in order, established by this Law and other 
legislative acts and corresponds to the features of public-private partnership, defined by this Law. 

Based on the above definition and other provisions of Article 1 of the Law, we can distinguish the follow-
ing features of public-private partnership in the field of execution of punishments: 1) the existence of two 
parties represented by such subjects as: the Ministry of Justice (that is the main body in the system of cen-
tral executive authorities, which ensures the formation and implements state policy in the field of execution 
of criminal punishments and Probation) and bodies and institutions subordinated to it, on the one hand, and 
legal entities and individuals – on the other hand; 2) such cooperation is carried out on the basis of the con-
tract; 3) private partner is determined based on the competition; 4) the winner (winners) of the competition 
is (are) fully responsible for the fulfillment of obligations under the contract of public-private partnership. 
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At the same time, the relevant law in Article 1 establishes special features of public-private partner-
ship, namely: 1) giving the rights to govern (use, exploit) the object of partnership or acquisition, creat-
ing (building, reconstructing, modernizing) of public-private partnership object with further governing 
(using, exploiting) on condition of acceptance and fulfillment by the private partner of investment obli-
gations in accordance with the contract, concluded in public-private partnership (paragraph 7, part 1, 
Article 1); 2) the long-term relationships (from 5 to 50 years) (paragraph 8 part 1, Article 1); 3) transfer-
ring a part of the risks in the process of public-private partnership implementation to the private partner 
(paragraph 9, part 1, Article 1); 4) making investments by the private partner into partnership objects 
from sources not prohibited by Law (paragraph 10, part 1, Article 1) [2]. Regarding to the specifics of 
the Penitentiary System functioning, the most interesting feature of public-private partnership is given 
in paragraph 7 part 1 Article 1. Such its formulating creates the basis for realization in Ukraine of both 
«nominal» and «operational (operating)» models of penal institutions privatization. 

Analysis of foreign experience of these two models functioning, shows that according to the «nomi-
nal privatization» model, the private sector provides material assistance by financing building of new 
penal institutions, and according to the «operational privatization» model, private firms are willing to 
take on all everyday work, government of relevant penal institutions, spending much less money than 
the state which invests in such activity [3, p. 146]. 

Such approach, as the researches show (and ours is not an exception), does not always bring 
positive results. In particular, the analysis of the research by R. O. Andreiashchenko [4, p. 116–117, 
125, 127] gives grounds for concluding that the reason for the privatization of a number of prisons in 
England and Wales in the late 1980s and early 1990s was their overcrowding, that caused a number 
of criminal emergencies because of decrease in the level of prisoners' provision and the restriction of 
their rights. At present, in these countries, the main purpose of private prisons is to reduce the state's 
spending on the Penitentiary System. 

The privatization of penitentiary institutions in France was also caused by the problem of prisons over-
crowding [5, p. 142, 143]. At the same time, it should be noted that the reform of the Penitentiary System in 
France in the 1980s solved the problem of prisons «overcrowding», but had no economic success. 

Scholars have found out that it can also be very significant loss connected with private prisons. This is 
not only due to the fact that prisons themselves are built at public expense, but also because of the ultimate 
inefficiency and incompetence of private institutions in many spheres, such as management, office, super-
vision, medicine. However, the use of mixed types of prisons, in which, for example, catering and cleaning 
are under the responsibility of the private sector, succeeded, but it still does not save money [6, p. 12]. 

At the same time, the study of USA experience in the field of prisons privatization has led to the 
conclusion that saving in the execution of punishments is possible only in case of criminal and execu-
tive (due to which execution of the punishment means the implementation of its legal restrictions, and 
the essence of the execution of punishment is the implementation of retribution), but not corrective 
(based on the concept of a combination of punishment with corrective influence and aims at correcting 
and re-socializing the convicts) paradigm of the process of punishments execution. 

So, according to the researchers, in the United States, private prisons receive from the state corre-
sponding amounts per convict, regardless of the fact how much it costs. Thus, the task of the prison 
business is to create such a mechanism and a security mode in order to minimize guards’ work. In one 
of the most modern prisons of the Correctional Corporation of America, 750 convicts are guarded by 
only 5 employees [5, p. 144]. 

It should be remembered that the provision of isolation and the achievement of the goal of convicts’ 
correction are completely different things. If the first direction can be provided by reducing human re-
sources due to the introduction of modern engineering and technical solutions, then the second direc-
tion is in the system of «human – human», and not «human – machine (technologies)». It is difficult (at 
least very early) to imagine the Penitentiary System, where the functions of employees of the depart-
ment of social and educational and psychological work will be performed by robots (machines). This 
does not apply to automated systems for processing information, banks for storing personal data, etc. 
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Despite the above organization of execution of punishments in private prisons in the United States, 
some experts in this country point out that there is some danger that, trying to reduce labor costs, pri-
vate institutions run the risk of sacrificing security. 

Economic justification of functioning of private prisons can be illustrated by the following example: «If 
a state reduces prison expenses through contracts with the private sector, the price stipulated in the con-
tract should be lower than the price previously charged by the state to the penitentiary institution. If a pri-
vate contractor also intends to receive income from this activity, then he has to spend less money on 
managing the prison than the contract provides. Under such approach, in order to ensure the interests of 
both parties involved, private prisons must be kept at significantly lower costs than the state has done. At 
the same time, private contractors have no rights and can not allow the slightest decrease in the condi-
tions of convicts’ imprisonment and holding. However, in practice, private contractors are not worried 
about these problems. Their desire to reduce costs even at the expense of prisoners and the conditions 
their holding, was the only and predictable result of acting contracts» [3, p. 147].  

Nowadays, taking into account detailed analysis of foreign experience in appropriate sphere, the 
peculiarities of national mentality and legal culture it seems unacceptable to talk about the introduction 
of the private sector into the Criminal and Executive System of Ukraine through functioning of the 
«operational (operating)» privatization model of penal institutions [7, p. 34–35].  

At the same time, the rejection of the «operational (operating)» privatization model of penal institu-
tions does not deny positive principles of public-private partnership in general and the possibilities re-
garding its use in the field of execution of punishments in particular. So, based on the results of foreign 
experience studying and national peculiarities of Ukraine, we consider the following forms of public-
private partnership in the Penitentiary System to be acceptable at the present stage: 1) provision of psy-
chological, medical and educational spheres of activity, as well as maintenance of prison facilities (Ger-
many); 2) economic component of prison functioning, medical and social services and partially security 
functions (Germany, Switzerland); 3) transporting, feeding and providing other services for prisoners’ 
holding (France); 4) prisoners’ transporting, as well as guarding and maintaining order in courts (England 
and Wales); 5) prisoners’ transportation or their guarding in medical institutions (Sweden). We consider it 
reasonable to reflect these forms as the subject of appropriate contract between the Ministry of Justice of 
Ukraine (subordinated to it bodies and institutions) and relevant private partners. 

Conclusions. As a result of research we can say that now in Ukraine there are both legal and 
economic preconditions for the development of public-private partnership in the Penitentiary System. 
Despite the legally recognized possibility of implementing the «operational (operating) privatization» 
model (according to which private firms are willing to take on all everyday work, management of the 
relevant penal institutions, while spending much less money than the state which invests in such activ-
ity) as well as economic expediency of such a model for the state, its introduction in Ukraine can lead 
to deterioration of the conditions of prisoners’ holding, violation of their rights. 

According to the results of the study, perspective forms of economic and socio-legal substantiation 
of public-private partnership in the Penitentiary System are considered such as: 1) concluding con-
tracts regarding labor employment (labor use) of convicts sentenced to imprisonment in conditions 
when labor is their right, and production capacities of the most correctional colonies are in poor condi-
tion (unable to provide all the convicts with jobs); 2) building of new remand prisons and penal institu-
tions in the cities of Ukraine at the expense of redistribution of public and private funds. 
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